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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AT SHREVEPORT CELEBRATES 55 YEARS OF SERVICE 
HONORING THE PAST & BUILDING CAPACITY FOR THE FUTURE

An event fifty-five years in the making was held at the Shreveport Convention 
Center in downtown Shreveport.  Southern University at Shreveport’s (SUSLA) 
55th Anniversary was held on Thursday, November 17th, “Honoring the Past & 
Building Capacity for the Future” was the theme that set the tone for an evening 
of reflection, inspiration, celebration, and the promise of vibrant future. The 55th 
Year Celebration honored the visionary founding leaders of North Louisiana’s 
cultural gem, Southern University at Shreveport (SUSLA), the only two-year 
Historically Black College and University (HBCU) comprehensive community 
college that is also a constituent member of the Southern University and A&M 
College System.

SUSLA was created by Act 42 in 1964 to serve the Shreveport-Bossier City area. 
SUSLA opened its doors for instruction on September 19, 1967. Throughout the 
years, outstanding leadership has guided Southern University at Shreveport. Dr. 
Walter Austin served as the Institution’s first chief executive officer, followed by 
Dr. Leonard C. Barnes. Upon the recommendation of President G. Leon Netterville 
to the State Board of Education, Dr. Barnes was appointed to serve as Vice 
President of the Shreveport Campus in July 1971. The Board of Supervisors for 
the Southern University System changed the title of Vice President to Chancellor 
in March 1977.  As a result, Dr. Barnes continued to serve the University as 
Chancellor until July, 1987.

Dr. Robert H. Smith served as the University’s third executive officer. Dr. Mary 
L. Wilson was appointed as the Interim Chancellor in June 1993. She was the 
first female chief executive of the university. In November, 1993 Dr. Jerome 
G. Greene, Jr. was named Chancellor of the university. In August 1998, Mr. S. 
Albert Gilliam was appointed Interim Chancellor (a position he would again hold 
in 2015). 

PICTURED: SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AT SHREVEPORT 55TH ANNIVERSARY HONOREES. AT CENTER, INTERIM  CHANCELLOR, DR. VLADIMIR A. APPEANING, 
THE 55TH MISS SUSLA, TAMIA MICHELLE WILLIAMS & THE ROYAL COURT
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In May, 1999, Dr. James C. Brown was named Chancellor. 
In October 2000, Dr. Press L. Robinson was named Interim 
Chancellor. In November, 2000, Southern University Board of 
Supervisors named Dr. Ray L. Belton as Chancellor, effective 
December 2000 through 2015. In 2016, Dr. Rodney A. Ellis was 
named Chancellor of the University. 

In November 2021, the Southern University System Board of 
Supervisors named Dr. Vladimir A. Appeaning as SUSLA’s Interim 
Chancellor effective January 2022. Under Dr. Appeaning’s 
leadership, SUSLA posted its highest enrollment of 3,199 
students for fall 2022 which marked in the highest enrollment 
over the last six (6) years and the third (3rd) highest enrollment 
in the history of the university. Other notable accomplishments 
under Dr. Appeaning’s leadership include SUSLA’s faculty 
salaries were raised to 100% of the SREB average by rank in 
June 2022; accreditation of the Nursing and Allied  Health 
programs; expansion of SUSLA’s academic inventory to include 
Cybersecurity, Engineering Technology with concentrations in 
Process Technology, Industrial Engineering Technology,  and 
Electrical & Computer Engineering Technology; expansion of 2+2 
opportunities for SUSLA students by evidenced by the signing 
of historic nursing affiliate agreements with SUBR and Grand 
Canyon University to launch a 100% online RN to BSN program; 
unveiling of SUSLA’s Roy Griggs School of Business, purchasing a 
mobile health unit (JAG Mobile) to be delivered in Summer 2023, 
and the submission of Capital Outlay Requests in excess of $74 
Million for infrastructure improvements at SUSLA to include the 
renovation of the Louis Collier Science Building, the demolition 
and construction of a new Gymnasium and Health and Recreation 
Facility, the construction of a new Workforce Training Center 
focused on Data Analytics, the replacement of the plumbing 
system/water loop on the main campus, and renovation of the 
Library. 

SUSLA’s 55th year celebration was well attended by the Southern 
University System leadership, SUSLA faculty, staff and student 
body leaders, community leaders, local and state legislators, 
dignitaries, and public officials. Southern University President-
Chancellor Dennis J. Shields offered remarks, while Mr. Henry 
Price and SUSLA’s Interim, Dr. Vladimir A. Appeaning delivered 
the key note address focused on the event’s theme: Honoring 
the Past and Building Capacity for the Future. The celebration 
concluded with an awards program for SUSLA’s Champions, past 
and present.
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SUSLA HOSTS A COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING EVENT
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SUSLA HOSTS ITS END-OF-YEAR 2022 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

CHRISTMAS DOOR DECORATING WINNER: 
THE E-LEARNING DEPARTMENT

JAGUAR OF THE YEAR:
BRENDA HENDERSON, GRANTS RESOURCE SPECIALIST
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GREEN OAKS PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY COMMUNITY EDUCATION LIFE 
TRANSITION (CELT) PROGRAM CELEBRATES THE 2022 HOLIDAY SEASON

Green Oaks Performing Arts Academy’s CELT Program at SUSLA celebrates the Power of Community during the 2022 holiday season, embracing its 
commitment to collaborating with Caddo Parish and a host of other individuals who truly have a heart for young adults with disabilities. 

It was truly a memorable evening with all the jingles and holiday cheer! The night began with a presentation of student engagement activities, 
project-based learning exhibits, with the grand entrance of the CELT dance line alumni and the class of 2023. The entertainment consisted of a 
variety of CELT and SUSLA’s students showcasing their talents that included an original poem and a creative dance expression presented by the 
CELT Sonics and their rendition of “Love’s Train” by Anderson Paak and Bruno Mars. The grand finale involved the Shreveport Steppers followed by 
a fine dining experience. 

The entire SUSLA family extends its deepest gratitude to Coach Foules for his steadfast support and generosity to the CELT students by providing 
the funding source for this annual event. As a result, this shared experience was a true collaboration of SUSLA students, Caddo GO CELT program, 
teachers, parents and friends to bring respect and admiration for our CELT students.

Testimonals by program participants:

“I was very proud to see my daughter Macayla perform in the annual C.E.L.T HOLIDAY CELEBRATION@SUSLA. The program gave Macayla the 
opportunity to show how much she has improved with her social and communication skills.” —  Mrs. Marcie Juarez, CELT Student

“SUSLA’s volunteers and CELT students put on an amazing event December 9th 2022. I believe in public and private partnership whereas the 
University encourages collaboration between community entities which helps to break the stigma of individuals with disabilities are non-
productive citizens in society. Thank you Dr. Vladimir A. Appeaning.” — Micheal Williams

“This guy will not let his disability stop him from achieving his short- or long-term goals! Shaquille O’Neal had his disabilities and it never 
stopped him! He ranked 52.7 percent from the free-throw line and he made millions.” — Jeremy Young

PICTURED (L TO R): COACH ELBERT FOULES, PHILADELPHIA EAGLES, MRS. RHONDA YOUNG, CELT TEACHER, AND JEREMY YOUNG, CELT ALUMNUS 



GREEN OAKS PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY COMMUNITY EDUCATION LIFE 
TRANSITION (CELT) PROGRAM CELEBRATES THE 2022 HOLIDAY SEASON

“I felt good about my performance, and looked like a million bucks! I was so happy to see Principal Grant.” —  Jacquan Washington, CELT Student

Awesome Night with some awesome young adults who have challenges that you and I take for granted. Most of them will never live an 
independent life but they are truly amazing!!!  — Steven Grant, GO Principal

“I felt Like a Real Movie Star, a Filmmaker, and a Film Director rolled into one. The experience of thinking of a P.B.L project that can impact 
Shreveport Louisiana’s social issues and presenting my project to an audience was really a dream come true. My mom, and sisters was very 
proud of me. I want to thank God for putting this idea into my heart.” — Ja’Hiem Alvin Joe Lewis, CELT Student

“I loved all of it!” — Theresa Davis, CELT Student

“I felt like a strong proud black man before the audience.” — Linon Nelson, CELT Student

“I Really Enjoyed the Christmas Celebration from Start to Finish. There Is No Way I Can Put How Happy and Excited I Was to Be There. I Am So 
Extremely Proud of Each and Every one Of Those Students Past And Present Did An Amazing  Job Mrs. Young, You And Your Staff And Sponsors 
Should Be So Happy With How It All Turned Out My Lord I’m So Very Grateful That My Son Was And Is A Part Of Something So Awesome It Gave 
Him And All Of The Students A Way To Show People How Amazing They Are Just As They Are Thank You So Much For Loving Your Students And 
Seeing There Amazing Talents This Group Of Students Are So Often Left Out Many Things But Didn’t Allow That To Happen His Father And I Was 
So Extremely Happy And Honored To Be There.” — Shaq Desmond CELT Student

“The joy of seeing young people full of hope as they shared their abilities and talents was priceless. Theses were the CELT students housed at 
SUSLA. They displayed various class projects, danced, and wrote an original poem and scripted a play. SUSLA students sang and hosted the 
event. The evening afforded parents, relatives, and friends the opportunity to observe first hand the accomplishments of these young people. 
A tribute to their instructor’s ability to engage young people with abilities. Also, I was so impressed the number of dads who came out and 
represented!” — James Gilliam, Friend

OPPORTUNITY STARTS HERE.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DECEMBER 
JAGUAR OF THE MONTH:
JENNIFER C. JOHNSON, MBA
SOCIAL MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS
STRATEGIST
Jennifer Johnson is a native of Shreveport. She is a two-time 
graduate of Southern University and A&M College earning a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (Marketing) 
and a Master’s in Mass Communications (Journalism). 
 
As a 30+ year Marketing and Communications vet, she has 
experienced a colorful career in the advertising, media, 
and entertainment industries. Throughout the years her 
production and promotions work spans with clients ranging 
from No Limit Records and Paramount Pictures to creating 
communications and promotions workshops for elementary 
students and aspiring artists.
 
In regards to being voted Jaguar of The Month, she shares, 
“I didn’t get here by myself. I’m grateful to our unit and the 
marketing team for guidance and support.
I am humbled and I thank everyone who thought enough of 
me to represent the SUSLA Jaguar Nation this month!”
 
Jennifer is a second-generation Southernite, proud daughter 
of retired educators, and is married to a Southernite, Todd 
Johnson, Esq.
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Photography by Future Third-Generation Jaguar, Mr. Sidney M. Carter
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