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Despite the increased presence of students with disabilities 
in higher education, people with disabilities have not 
achieved workplace equality and remain underrepresented 
in the American workforce. To assist in efforts to achieve 
educational and workplace equality, Southern University 
Law Center (SULC)  has received a $250,000 grant from 
the Ford Foundation’s U.S. Disability Rights Program. The 
grant will support SULC Professor Katherine Macfarlane’s 
work with the Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights as the Department gathers public input and considers 
possible updates to the historic Section 504 regulations.

The Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights 
enforces several federal civil rights laws, including Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits 
disability discrimination by entities that receive federal 
funding. At the completion of her work with the Office for 
Civil Rights, Professor Macfarlane will work with SULC to 
develop course offerings and other measures to serve people 
with disabilities in Louisiana and beyond.

“Katherine Macfarlane is a dedicated disability rights 
advocate and longtime ally of students with disabilities. 
The Ford Foundation is proud to support her work 
collaborating with the Department Education where she 
will take on the important work of modernizing Section 
504 regulations to better meet the needs of today’s students 
and strengthening the next generation of disabled leaders,” 
said Rebecca Cokley, Ford Foundation Program Officer for 
U.S. Disability Rights.

Professor Macfarlane’s recent disability rights advocacy has 
focused on improving the educational experience of law 
students with disabilities, and on protecting high-risk people 
with disabilities in the workplace during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Last year, she co-founded an affinity group for 
disabled law professors and allies, the first of its kind. She 
has also served as chair of the Association of American 
Law Schools’ Disability Law Section. Her scholarship and 
advocacy draw upon her own experiences as a disabled 
student, lawyer, and law professor. Professor Macfarlane 
joined the Law Center in 2021.

Inside Story
Ford Foundation awards $250k grant 
to Southern University Law Center in 

support of disability rights work
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Inside Story
Law Center faculty bring cheer to local 
children through the Baton Rouge Bar 

Association’s Holiday Star project 

Fifteen SULC professors participated in the Baton Rouge Bar Association’s (BRBA) Holiday Star project, providing 
gifts for 15 children. The BRBA obtains the wish lists of children from several nonprofit organizations in Baton Rouge. 
Thank you to professors Ruby Andrew, Charlie Cain, Monique Edwards, Michael Harris, Raymond Hicks, Virginia 
Listach, Phebe Poydras, Willmai Rivera-Pérez, Mark Roark, Michael Rusco, Gail Stephenson, and Alvin Washington, 
and associate vice chancellors Cynthia Reed, Greg Sergienko, and Prentice White for participating. 
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Joint Ventures
SULC partners with The Law Office of 
Elizabeth Goree and The Black Family 

Initiative to host community turkey 
giveaway

The Law Center partnered with SULC alumna and attorney Elizabeth Goree and The Black Family Initiative to provide 
over 100 turkeys to local Baton Rouge families during the Thanksgiving holiday.

4



Bashar Saleh
Bashar Saleh was selected as a member of the inaugural class of the Association of American 
Law Schools’ Pro Bono Honor Roll.

Omarosa Newman, Julie Puente, and 
Will Puente

SULC students Omarosa Manigault Newman, Julie Puente and Will Puente represented the Law Center at a mock 
trial competition in Cleveland. During the competition, Law Center student Omarosa Manigault Newman handled 
opening statements, Julie Puente conducted direct and cross examinations, and Will Puente handled closing arguments 
and rebuttals.

Student Features
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Jalyn Wells, Marnitia Walker, and 
Destiny Montemayor

Law Center students, Jalyn Wells, Marnitia Walker, and Destiny Montemayor, have received the IAPP (International 
Association of Privacy Professionals) Westin Scholar Award.

Edrius Stagg and Eryn Wells

In the spring, Law Center student Edrius Stagg will join Reed Smith’s office in Washington DC, and Eryn Wells will join 
the regional office in San Francisco, California. 

Student Features
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Law Center alumnus 
Steven Moore has been 
elected as a member of the 
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer 
Center Board of Directors.

Alumna Kristen Pride has 
started a new position as 
in-house counsel at Liberty 
Mutual.

The portrait of legal legend 
and Law Center alumnus, 
Walter Bailey, was unveiled 
at the National Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis, TN. 
Bailey is an icon and pillar 
of his community. He took 
on several high-profile cases, 
including representing Dr. 
Marin Luther King, Jr. 

during the sanitation workers’ strike of 1968.

Tucker Ellis LLP has 
promoted Law Center 
alumna, Andrea Lowe, 
from attorney to counsel.

Alumna Jaina Green 
has joined McGlinchey 
Stafford’s in the firm’s New 
Orleans office.

Law Center alumna Ashley 
Baker, Esq. has published 
her eighth book about the 
transportation industry.

Jalyn Wells, Marnitia Walker, and 
Destiny Montemayor

Alumni Features

Steven Moore

Kristen PrideWalter Bailey 

Andrea Lowe

Jaina Green

Ashley Baker
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Law Center alumna Yuri 
Hayslett has started a new 
position as a Mergers and 
Acquisition Tax Intern at 
KPMG LLP.

Alumna Robin-Renee Keys 
has joined Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings LLP as 
an associate.

Alumni Features
Yuri Hayslett Robin-Renee Keys

Kordell Caldwell & Kaylan Richardson

Law Center alumni Kordell Caldwell and Kaylan Richardson have joined Baker Donelson. Caldwell has joined as an 
associate in the advocacy department and Richardson is an associate in real estate law.
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